THE    NEED    OF    INDIA'S    SUFFERERS
its thickly-populated country of varying degrees of effi-
ciency. But there were very few places serving the six
million inhabitants of Travancore and the adjacent southern
districts of Madras Presidency where surgical operations
were being done with efficiency and skill. The Salvation
Army has a hospital, which was then of small size, in
Nagercoil (some 10 miles distant from Neyyoor), but
their surgical work was at that time principally ophthalmic.
Very few patients—and, in the villages, almost none at
all—could afford to go the 450 miles to Madras for hospital
treatment; yet it is in the villages that disease is most
rampant, most neglected, and most maltreated. So the
South Travancore Medical Mission, which in 1938 has been
established for a hundred years, had gradually filled some
of the gaps by placing hospitals and dispensaries in the
densely-populated southern half of Travancore, most of
them in places where no Government hospital was available,
and all working in a system the centre of which was (and
still is) the hospital at Neyyoor.
Several of these branch hospitals can take in forty or
fifty patients, while some have operating-theatres and
labour rooms, though others are chiefly equipped for deal-
ing with out-patients and have but ten or fifteen beds.
Each is in the charge of a qualified Indian doctor, with a
fully trained dispenser and often a trained Indian nurse
as well. The whole Medical Mission deals with some
150,000 out-patients every year, and for many of these
represents their only hope of efficient treatment.
The South Travancore Medical Mission, to give it its full
name, was started by the London Missionary Society at a
time (1838) when little or no medical work of any kind
was being done by Government or other agencies in India,
and when the art of medicine was far from scientific and the
science of surgery was anything but an art. Drugs were
dispensed and elementary operations were performed by
the medical missionary, Dr. Ramsay, to supply the needs
of the people who were almost entirely at the mercy of the
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